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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

The above clarifying amendments further clarify the invention, attend to the 
remarks of the pending office action, or are made to place the application in better form 
for appeal or for filing of a continuing application. In addition, Applicants interviewed 
this case with the Examiner on October 17, 2001, wherein it was determined that the 
present case is allowable over the prior art with amendments incorporating certain 
features; such amendments are included herewith in independent claims 38 and 70. 
Claims 68-69 and 73 are cancelled. With the above amendments, claims 38-67, 70-72, 
74-77 are pending in the application. No new matter was introduced with these 
amendments. 

Substantive Rejections 

Claims 38-45, 47-50, 53-55, 59-63 and 70-72 stand rejected as being anticipated 
under 35 U.S.C. §102 by EP0508787A2( "Nobe"). Respectfully we disagree. Claims 
38-66 are amended to clearly claim the invention of "selecting" both a category and a 
"first" location at a port situated at a second location; the database is also not co-located 
with the port. In addition, the term "specifying" was changed to "selecting" to clearly 
show that the invention of claims 38-66 utilize user input and selection, Nobe, on the 
other hand, has no user inputs to "select" a location for the map; it also does not provide 
for "selecting" a category. Accordingly, Applicants argue that these claims patentably 
distinguish over Nobe; this is also consistent with the Examiner's comments on page 5. 

The Examiner also argues that since Nobe discusses service facilities (restaurants, 
hotels, or the like) then Applicant's characterization that Nobe selects only one category 
has no proper basis. But a careful reading (with emphasis) of the Nobe abstract teaches 
something quite different: 
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An on-board n avigation apparatus in which one of a plurality of service facilities 
displayed on a display is designated by an operator input, the position coordinate data 
corresponding to the designated service facility is registered as a user position into a 
memory (9), and when the map is displayed on the display (17), the position coordinate 
data which has been user position registered and the corresponding map data is read out 
from the memory (9) and mixed with the map data such that a predeterm ined pattern 
can be displayed at the position on the map indicated by the position coordinate data. 
Consequently, the positions of the services facilities such as restaurants, hotels, or the 
like, which are necessary for each user can be easily confirmed on the displayed map. 

Applicants thus argue that Nobe does not permit a user selection of a category 
i.e,, any category. Applicants did not, and do not, argue or even characterize that Nobe 
selects only one category. In fact, the Nobe disclosure only provides for (abstract, Col. 2 
(lines 1-5, Lines 10 - 13) display of a plurality of services facilities (as a "single 
categOTy"), not a plurality of categories, from which the user can select. 

Finally, claim 38 is amended as suggested by the Examiner, to include "spatial 
detail" (e.g., a map or latitude/longitude position) within the database. 

Claims 46, 51-52, 56-58, 64-68 stand rejected as being obvious under 35 U.S.C. 
§103 in view of Nobe. Respectfully we disagree. As for claims 46, 51-52, 56-58, 64-68 
the above remarks and amendments illustrate why Nobe does not anticipate claim 38, 
from which these claims depend. For the same reasons, Nobe does not teach or suggest 
these claims. 

Claims 74-77 are not rejected by the Examiner, Applicants believe this is an 
oversight - but nonetheless argue that claims 74-77 similarly benefit by arguments above 
and patentably distinguish over the prior art. 
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No fees are deemed necessary with this response. If fees are due in connection 
with this response, the Examiner is authorized to charge deposit account 12-0600. 



Respectfully submitted, 
LATHROP & GAGE, L.C 

Date: November 21. 2001 By 

Curtis A- Vock, Reg. No. 38,356 
4845 Pearl East Circle, Suite 302 
Boulder, CO 80301 v 
Tel: 303-449-5800 £c*4 * "J 
Fax: 303-443-6998 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 



Amendments to the Claims 

38. (Three Times Amended) A method for locating items of interest relative to a 
[geo-defined]first location, comprising the steps of: 

[specifying] selecting the reeo-definedlfirst location at a por t situated at a second 
location : rspecifvingl selecting, at the port, a category associated with the items of 
interest [at the port]; communicating the firsU ocation and the category to a database that 
lsconnected[, datawisej to the por t and diat is not located at the second location : and 
receiving, at the port, information defining geographic fcoordinatesl locations of the 
items of interes t the information deriving from spatial detail within the database . 

39. (Amended) A method according to claim 38, further comprising the step of 
formatting the information into a map for display co a user of the port, the map showing 
the items of interest [relative to the location]. 

40. (Amended) A method according to claim 39, wherein the step of 
communicating the first l ocation and the category to the database further comprises the 
step of communicating a geographic vicinity to the database, the vicinity 
[specifying] defining a geographic extent for which items of interest are mapped relative 
to the first l ocation, and wherein the step of formatting the information into a map 
comprises the step of displaying the vicinity and the items of interest within the vicinity. 



13 



Received from < 303 443 6998 > at 1 1/21/01 4:44:02 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



11/21/2001 15:42 FAX 303 443 69 




Lathrop & Gage L,C 




@019 



41. (Amended) A method according to claim 40, further comprising the steps of 
rspecifvingl selecting , at the port, a shape of the geographic extent and of displaying the 
map in the specified shape. 

42. (Amended) A method according to claim 38, wherein the step of 
communicating the First location and the category comprises the step of generating a 
request signal to the database. 

43. (Amended) A method according to claim 38, wherein the step of 
communicating the first location and the category comprises the step of utilizing a 
communication link selected from the group consisting of: a telephone HtiIc, a satellite 
link, a radio-frequency link, [an infra-red link, ]an internet link, [a facsimile link, ]a fiber- 
optic link, a coaxial cable link, a cellular network, and a microwave link[ 7 an interactive 
TV communication link, an airphone link, a modem link, and a television link]. 

45- (Amended) A method according Lo claim 38, wherein the step of 
communicating the firsLlocation and the category to the database further comprises the 
step of communicating a geographic vicinity to the database, the vicinity specifying a 
geographic extent for which items of interest are mapped relative to the location. 

46. (Amended) A method according to claim 45, wherein the step of 
rcommunicatingl receiving comprises the step of utilizing one of the following 
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communication links: a television, a telephone, a facsimile, an audible speaker, and a 
display. 

47. (Amended) A method according to claim 38, wherein the steps of 
[speci f yi n gl selecti n g comprises utilizing a user interface selected from the group of 
television interface, facsimile interface, keyboard, mouse and computer interface. 

49. (Amended) A method according to claim 38, wherein the step of 
(specifying] selecting the first l ocation comprises the step of selecting the second location 
defined bv [utilizing] a GPS receiver [to specify a location of the user ofl substantially 
located with the port. 

50. (Amended) A method according to claim 38, further comprising the step of 
requesting, at the port, additional detail about at least one of the items of interest, and 
further comprising the step of transmitting, from the database, the additional detail to the 
port . 

51- (Amended) A method according to claim [38]50, wherein the step of 
transmitting additional detail comprises transmitting multimedia information including at 
least one of video, prerecorded music, advertising information, and digital pictures. 
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52. (Amended) A method according to claim 38, further comprising the step of 
communicating advertising information to [users of] the port in response to the database 
receiving the category. 

54. (Amended) A method according to claim 38, further comprising the steps of 
rspecifyingl selecting one or more additional categories at the port, [of] communicating 
the additional categories to the database, and receiving, at the port, additional information 
defining geographic f coordinatesl loc ati on s of items of interest in the additional 
categories. 

55. (Amended) A method according to claim 38, wherein the step of 
rspecifvingl selecting the first location comprises the step of utilizing [a current 
location lthe second location of the [user of the] port [as the location]. 

56. (Amended) A method according to claim 38, further comprising the step of 
updating the database, from time to time, so as to maintain current location i nformation 
within the database. 

57. (Amended) A method according to claim 38, further comprising the step of 
displaying the information on a display [for a user ofjat the port, the display being 
selected from one of the following: CRT, LCD, LED array, and mixtures thereof. 
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58. (Amended) A method according to claim 38, wherein the step of 
[commumcating]receivmg the information comprises the step of utilizing one of a 
facsimile, a printer, and a voice communication synthesizer. 

59. (Amended) A method according to claim 38, further comprising the step of 
providing, at the port, a menu of categories wherein a user of the port con rspecif vl select 
the category. 

60. (Amended) A method according to claim 38, further comprising the step of 
providing, at the port, a menu of locations wherein a user of the port can [specify]select 
the second location. 

61. (Amended) A method according to claim 60, further comprising the step of 
providing ral the second location in a first mode [corresponding to a current location of 
the user], and of providing ral the first location in a second mode corresponding to a 
remote location relative to the user. 

64. (Amended) A method according to claim 38, wherein the step of 
[specifying] selecting the category comprises utilizing a voice generation system to 
prompt a use^s entry of the category into the port. 
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65. (Amended) A method according to claim 38, wherein the step of 
rspecifyingl selecting the [categoryjfirst location comprises utilizing a voice generation 
system to prompt a user's entry of the fcategoryl first locatipa into the port, 

66. (Amended) A method according to claim 38, wherein the step of receiving 
comprises utilizing a voice generation system to audibly describe items of interest to a 
user of the port. 

70. (Twice Amended) Database methodology for providing geo-defined 
information to a user remotelyconnected to a database, comprising the steps of: 

receiving, at the database, information including a category of items of interest and 
[positional coordinates of] a location [defining a vicinity]; 

determining items of interest that are within the category and that are located [within the 
vicinitvl in a vicinity of the location and based upon spatial detail within the database : 

transmitting identifying information about the items of information to the user, the 
identifying information specifying the items of interest with a name and a geographic 
location relative to the [positional coordinatesl location . 

72. (Amended) Database methodology according to claim 70, further comprising 
the step of transmitting the [positional coordinatcs lcatesorv and the location through a 
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port connected to the database, the port having a user interface which permits entry of 
[inff>rmatioTi 1the location and the category by the user. 

75, (Amended) A method of mapping items of interest relative to a geo-defmed 
location, comprising the steps of: 

providing a map of a starting vicinity on a display for [the]a user, the display being 
connected for communication with a database, the starting vicinity being selected from 
the group consisting essentially of a country, a state, and a city; 
fspecifyingl selecring . at the display and for communication to the database, a reduced 
vicinity within the starting vicinity, the reduced vicinity having a geographic extent that 
is less than the starting vicinity; and 

providing a map of the reduced vicinity at the display, the map defining [relative 
positions llocations of the items of interest within the reduced vicinity. 

76, (Amended) A method according to claim 75, wherein the step of 
[&pecifying] §glecting a reduced vicinity comprises the step of utilizing a computer mouse 
to point and click on a region within the starting vicinity, the region being representative 
of the reduced vicinity. 

77, (Amended) A method according to claim 75, further comprising the steps of 
[specifyingjsglecting, at the display and for communication to the database, at least one 
additional vicinity within the reduced vicinity, and of providing an additional map 



19 

Received from < 303 443 6998 > at 1 1121/01 4:44:02 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



c 



11/21/2001 15:44 FAX 305 443 699* Lathrop & Gage L.C. ^ El 025 



defining relative positions of the items of interest within the additional vicinity, the 
additional vicinity having a geographic extent that is less than the geographic extent of 
the reduced vicinity. 
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